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 Discovery  

 
Just a hop, skip and a jump ï The future is bright for MDC!  
      By Chad Truxall, Director of Education  
 

 

When people visit us for the first time, I often hear the question, ñWhere is the center?ò. With a big grin, I proudly 

tell them we are ñProgram Rich and Facility Poorò. I continue to explain that our focus has and will always be 

about our mission and we use the waterway, the shoreline and natureôs marvels as our center.  As each program 

nears its end, our words are justified through smiling faces from people of all ages.  The Lagoon is a magical 

place. 

 

With that being said, we are very excited about the future!  As many of you know, we are moving our operations 

just a hop, skip and a jump to the Mosquito Lagoon Marine Enhancement Center, former site of New Smyrna 

Beach High School.  The facility will provide new program opportunities while continuing the same rich programs 

that serve our mission. The new facility will include indoor space for an interactive exhibit area, gift shop, class-

rooms, research laboratories and outdoor space for new programs like archery, GPS, kayaking, fishing and much 

more.  The new facility is a synergistic partnership with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 

the Wildlife Foundation of FL, the Artist Workshop and many others to come.  This multifaceted partnership will 

showcase the ecological, cultural, historical and outdoor richness of New Smyrna Beach and our surrounding com-

munities. 

 

We look forward to sharing the news of our upcoming grand opening date and hope that you will join us as we 

celebrate the future of the Marine Discovery Center!    Weôll keep you posted.   

 

Explore Your Water!  

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5850348&id=100901780131
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5850342&id=100901780131
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From the desk of  Capt. Scott Schmoele  
Director Boat Operations  
 
 

 The last 4 months have been extremely busy in the Boat Operations Department. 

Not only have we been conducting Eco and Sunset trips just about every day we 

have also been busy with the Indian River Lagoon Experience and the Florida Mas-

ter Naturalist Programs.  

 

In February we filled the DISCOVERY full of passengers and headed south to 

watch the launch of the Space Shuttle Discovery, everyone had a great time. We 

provided drinks and food and will be going out for the next launch of the Space 

Shuttle Endeavour in late April. 

 

 March was also busy with the 1st Annual Dolphin Discovery Golf Tournament at 

Hidden Lakes Golf Course in New Smyrna Beach. Some of our great sponsors in-

cluded Merrill Lynch and the LPGA. The LPGA provided two LPGA pro players 

that challenged the golfers on the course. We also had a lot of other sponsors who 

provided everyone with some great prizes. All of the proceeds raised will be used for 

the Marine Discovery Center Education Programs. 

 

 We look forward to expanding our trips on DISCOVERY. Some of the new trips 

will be focused solely on the study of Dolphin where you as a guest can help the 

Marine Biologist study this great marine mammal. We can also use DISCOVERY 

for any number of events such as the Christmas Boat Parade, private tours of local 

areas and assisting Federal, State, and Local agencies for on the water studies.  We 

can also expand our education programs on the DISCOVERY due to the increased 

number of passengers and stability of the vessel. 
  

We have formed a partnership with Turtle Mound Tours and they will be conduct-

ing Destination Cruises from the Marine Discovery Center dock. The cruises will 

consist of a 4 hour trip which will include drinks and some light hors dôoeuvres 

while cruising the Indian River Lagoon en route to a local on-the-water restaurant 

where you can spend two hours having dinner or just checking out the local scenery. 

You will arrive back at the Marine Discovery Center Dock in time to watch the sun-

set over the bird islands. The trips will be held on Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 

 

Come out and see us and letôs go for a boat ride! 



 

The Marine Discovery Center has received a gener-

ous grant from the Southeast Aquatic Resources Part-

nership and NOAA to perform shoreline restoration 

work in the city of Port Orange.  The work includes 

planting Spartina grass and oyster restoration.  Oyster 

and Spartina populations have suffered in the Port 

Orange area due to adverse weather and tides, which 

have altered the natural shoreline.  Oyster beds and 

Spartina grasses have the ability to dissipate wave 

energy, which reduces waterôs erosive forces on land 

masses.  Oysters are filter feeders, and one oyster has 

the amazing ability to filter up to 60 gallons of water 

in 24 hours.  Healthy oyster and Spartina beds 

throughout the inland waters have the potential to im-

prove overall water quality by removing much of the 

particulate material suspended in the water column.  

In addition, living shorelines serve as habitat and 

breeding grounds for numerous species of finfish.  

Much help is needed with the construction of oyster 

restoration materials, the deployment of the struc-

tures, and the planting of the sea grasses.  Regularly 

scheduled oyster mat and bag construction events are 

scheduled for the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each 

month.   

If you are interested in helping in any aspect of the 

project or would simply like more information, please 

contact Thad Nicholls at the Marine Discovery Cen-

ter: thad@marinediscoverycenter.org 

Oyster Restoration Update  Waterfront Restoration Program  
Update  
 

Reclaiming our natural environment. 

 

Our Shoreline Restoration Program is well under way. 

Around 2000 people  have received educational materials 

and attended workshops and presentations. This program 

educates shoreline landowners along the Indian River La-

goon and Halifax River, concerning the existence of inva-

sive species, the problems they cause to the ecosystem, and 

how to identify and eradicate them. Also, the program 

teaches how natives such as Mangroves, shore grasses and 

Oysters are essential to the existence and survival of species 

in our estuary. Many species of fish, Mollusks, Crustaceans, 

Mammals and birds depend on these wetland areas for shel-

ter, food, and nesting. We also cover the problem of pollu-

tion, and how each landowner can help decrease the  

amount of non-point source materials that regularly flow 

into and contaminate our waterways. 

In the last six months, 1275 landowners from Port Orange to 

Ormond Beach have received informational packets, and 

invited to a personal visitation to audit their waterfront and 

point out methods to improve it. Many people are receptive 

to the ideas, but are not able to conduct the work them-

selves.  Also, some businesses, empty lots and public land 

need eradication of Brazilian Pepper and other invasive 

plants, removal of trash, and planting of beneficial grasses 

and Mangroves in order to help decrease shoreline erosion, 

improve water quality, and attract species. Volunteers are 

needed to assist with this work. If you are able to help or-

ganize a small group, or know a place that is in need of im-

provement, please contact us. Also, hands-on presentations 

and workshops are being offered at your group meeting site. 

Many educational materials such as books and pamphlets, 

and lists of local resources will be provided. We are happy 

to visit your property if you live along the waterfront of the 

IRL, or if you know someone who does. For more informa-

tion, please contact:  

Coralie Gilson: 386-689-5947.  

coralie@marinediscoverycenter.org 

mailto:coralie@marinediscoverycenter.org


 

NSB Balloon Festival  
 

The New Smyrna Beach Balloon Fest was a big success 

and we were part of it.  Because we were surrounded by 

the Embry-Riddle Aerodynamics Club and NASA, we 

posted some of our bird pictures with the quote ñFirst In 

Flightò! 

 

The kids flocked to 

our table of teeth and 

bones - and as al-

ways were enter-

tained by the hermit 

crabsï especially 

Gargantua! 

 

 

We talked with many excited kids and several hundred 

parents left with our Summer Camp flyers. 

 

Please consider getting involved in these ñspecial eventsò.  

You learn a little, meet some nice people and get free ad-

mission and parking, too!! Thank you to all the volun-

teers who helped make this a success!    

Weôre so proud of our students! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Marine Discovery Center works with some of 

Volusia Countyôs brightest students.  These students 

consult with our staff scientists and utilize our facili-

ties, equipment and adjoining docks to conduct scien-

tific research for the Volusia County Science Fair or 

as internship opportunities.  Several of our students 

have been involved with MDC programs for over 10 

years and are currently enrolled or have recently 

graduated from a Marine Biology or Environmental 

Science college program.  We are extremely proud for 

the opportunity to contribute to the next generation of 

scientists and conservations.   

 

Summer Adventure Camp  
            Registration has arrived!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

With over 25 summer adventure offerings, youôre sure 

to find a week long adventure to satisfy the most ener-

getic and inquisitive child.  Our camps are available 

for children ages 4-16 and include hands-on and feet 

wet summer adventures like island and laboratory in-

vestigations, arts and crafts, kayaking, fishing, snor-

keling, SCUBA diving, surfing and more. These ac-

tivities vary with the camp.  Please call our office for 

more details or visit  
http://marinediscoverycenter.org/camps.htm.  

Spring Education Programs at MDC  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This time of year the yellow school buses line our prop-

erty as we showcase the science and wonder of our wa-

terway.  Daily groups from as many as 125 students, 

teachers and parents run through several stations de-

signed to explore topics such as plankton, invertebrates, 

sharks, dolphins, birds, shorelines and much more.  

These students walk away with a renewed sense of get-

ting outdoors and exploring their environment.  They re-

mind us why our mission is so important and that every-

day can be a tabula rasa when youôre studying nature.  

Questions are abundant, some answers are provided, but 

many more mysteries remain! 

http://marinediscoverycenter.org/camps.htm


 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
 

HAWAIIAN LUAU  &  

 SILENT AUCTION  

 

                         October 9, 2011  
                   Flip Flops Grill & Chill  

Letôs Go Kayaking! 
 
 

Our Special Kayak trips into Browns Bay have been 

a big success!  These 4-hour trips begin at the Indian 

River Lagoon Preserve Park.  When the tide is low, 

we are able get onto several sand bars with our nets 

and buckets in search of many surprises in these 

shallow tidal zones. In April, we found numerous 

conchs, both mating and laying eggs, and probably 

one of the first horseshoe crabs to hatch this season - 

the size of a pea!!!  We enjoy stopping at one of the 

many islands for a snack under a shady tree before 

we head home. Please join us on our next trip on 

Wednesday, May 25. Reservations are required, so 

call now! 386-428-4828 
 

Halifax Oyster Festival ï 
 
The Marine Discovery Center once again joined the 

Halifax Oyster Festival on April 29 on Manatee Island 

in Daytona Beach to help promote the value of having 

healthy living oyster reefs and shoreline habitat in 

Volusia County. Over 8,000 people attended and 

20,000 oysters were consumed!  Through a partner-

ship with the City of Port Orange and the St. Johnôs 

River Water Management District, all monies raised at 

the festival will support the Rose Bay estuary and re-

introducing healthy oyster reefs and new shoreline 

habitat.  All remaining dollars will go to helping re-

store the oyster reefs throughout Volusia County and 

in the most needed areas.  A very special ñthank youò 

to the 35 amazing MDC volunteers who worked at the 

front gate taking admission fees, MDC information 

table and assisted in oyster mat making demonstra-

tions. 

 



 

 

A very special  
 

ñThank Youò 
 

 to our Newsletter  
Sponsors!!  
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